
The Miracle in the Manger  
John 1:1-5, 9-14  
Introduction- Miracle on 34th Street 

A. Plot:  
1. Six-year-old Susan discovers dreams do come true if you really believe. 

Susan has doubts about childhood's most enduring miracle - Santa Claus.  
2. Susan’s mother told her the "secret" about Santa a long time ago, so Susan 

doesn't expect to receive the most important gifts on her Christmas list.  
3. But after meeting a special department store Santa who's convinced he's the 

real thing, Susan is given the most precious gift of all - something to believe 
in.  

B. “I Am” 
1. One of the funniest scenes in the movie is when the judge and his grandson 

meet Kris on the street: 
Grandson:  [excited] Ask him. Ask him. Look at him, Grandpa. Ask him. 
Judge Henry Harper: [hesitantly] Uh, I'm sorry. He, uh he thinks you're 
Santa Claus. 
[Kris Kringle and Judge Harper laugh loudly] 
Kris Kringle: [bending over, whispering to the judge’s grandson] I am. 
[Grandson is startled at the news] 
[to Harper] 
Kris Kringle: Merry Christmas. 
[Judge Harper's grandson realizes that he had just met Kris Kringle] 
Grandson: Nuts. I should have got his autograph. 

2. Kris genuinely believes he is Santa Claus. The rest of the movie is the 
unfolding of the evidence to support that claim. 

C. False and Fraudulent Claims 
1. The idea of meeting not just a department store Santa, and not just some 

well-meaning man with a pillow in his belt and a fake beard on his face, but 
the real Santa Claus, represents a Christmas dream come true.  

2. I recognize that we live in a very skeptical society and I would certainly 
agree that we have come by such skepticism honestly. We all know of 
people who make false and fraudulent claims. 

D. Skepticism – Faith 
1. Yet despite the skepticism, there is something about the story that catches 

our attention and draws us in. We are invited to reconsider some 
propositions that perhaps we thought were settled long ago in our childhood.  

2. As the story unfolds, there springs forth this childish hope that perhaps this 
Kris Kringle really is Santa Claus.  

3. It begins to open up some incredible and amazing opportunities. "Could he 
really be? What if he is? And if he is who he says he is, how sad not to be 
recognized, how tragic to be thought a fraud." 
Kris Kringle: You think I'm a fraud, don't you? 
Dorey Walker: Fraud is a bit too strong of a word. 
Kris Kringle: But you don't believe in me. 
Dorey Walker: I believe that Christmas is for children. 
Kris Kringle: Well your daughter doesn't believe in me, either. 



Dorey Walker: I don't think that there's any harm in not believing in a 
figure that many do acknowledge to be a fiction. 
Kris Kringle: Oh, but there is. I'm not just a whimsical figure who wears a 
charming suit and affects a jolly demeanor. You know, I I I'm a symbol. I'm 
a symbol of the human ability to be able to suppress the selfish and hateful 
tendencies that rule the major part of our lives. If you can't believe, if you 
can't accept anything on faith, then you're doomed for a life dominated by 
doubt.  

4. The questions Ms. Walker raises seem applicable to more than just Kris 
Kringle. Those are the same kinds of questions asked about this miracle of 
Christmas. Who is this baby lying in the manger? Could he really be who 
everyone says he is? What if He is? 

E. John 1:1-9 & 9-14 New International Version (NIV) 
John's Gospel describes for us in beautiful and poetic imagery this miracle of 
the manger. 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were 
made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was 
life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the 
world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his 
own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 
13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 
husband’s will, but born of God. 
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen 
his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full 
of grace and truth. 

F. The Big Question- Identity 
1. The big question to be answered in this movie is also the big question as we 

consider the birth and life of Jesus Christ. It is a question of identity.  
2. Who exactly is this child we find in the manger in Bethlehem? 

I. Astonishing Claims 
Could He be who He claims to be? 
A. Illustration- Claims to Be Santa 

1. The Santa Clause 
This old gentleman with a white beard and friendly smile claims to be not 
just a Santa, but the Santa, Kris Kringle, St. Nicholas, the one and only 
Santa Claus.  

2. Merely a Nice Man 
Susan Walker If you're really Santa Claus, you can get it for me. And if you 
can't, you're only a nice man with a white beard, like mother says. Susan 
makes some pretty good points. The real Santa could do all those things, 
couldn't he? If not, then this is merely a nice man with a long, white beard. 

B. Claims Regarding the Baby in the Manager 
1. Son of God and One with God 

Consider for a moment this miracle of the manger and the astonishing 



claims made regarding this child.  
a. Humble and Ordinary Birth 

Into the humblest of circumstances Jesus is born. His mother is an 
ordinary, young girl named Mary. His birthplace is a stable, a barn in a 
small, obscure little town called Bethlehem.  

b. Identity 
Jesus came making astonishing claims that centered on His identity. 
He claimed to be sent from God, the Son of God, and even One with 
God.  

c. Christ the Lord 
The angel announced to shepherds that this baby was Christ the Lord 
(Luke 2:11). 

2. Claim to Authority 
a. Bread of Heaven and Living Water 

Jesus claimed to be the Bread of Heaven and Living Water that alone 
can satisfy our deepest hungers.  

b. Authority to Forgive 
Jesus claimed the authority to forgive our sins and to offer freely His 
grace and mercy.  

c. The Way, The Truth, and The Life 
Jesus claimed to be the Way, the Truth, and the Life, the Resurrection, 
the only hope of escaping God's judgment, the only path to eternal 
life.  

d. Authority in Heaven and Earth 
Jesus claimed all authority in heaven and earth, and He promised to 
return to judge the world in righteousness. 

3. Radical Claims Ignored  
a. Very Respectful But Don’t Take Seriously 

What do you make of such radical claims? There are some who would 
ignore them altogether. There are those who, while being very 
respectful of Jesus, don't take His astonishing claims seriously.  

b. The Religions of the World 
The religion of Islam teaches that Jesus was a prophet and teacher. 
The Hindu religion teaches that Jesus is one way of many to find God.  

c. Admirers 
Many people want to admire Jesus from a distance, but when it comes 
right down to it, He's just a nice man with a beard. 

C. Three Options- C.S. Lewis 
Jesus did not leave us the option of just respecting Him as a good, noble teacher. 
His own claims leave no room for that position, even though it is very popular. We 
really only have three options concerning what to make of these astonishing 
claims of Jesus. 

1. Either  
He was who He claimed to be, the Lord of all.  

2. Or,  
He made these claims knowing they were false and therefore He was a liar.  

3. Or third,  
He made these claims because He believed them to be true but in reality 
they were not, which makes Him deceived or a lunatic.  



When it comes to the astonishing claims made by Jesus, there are 
only three conclusions that we can choose from. He is the Lord, a 
liar, or a lunatic. He cannot be just a nice man with a beard. 

II. Staggering Implications 
What if He is who He claims to be? 

A. Illustration- Insane or The Real Santa 
1. Everyone Must Decide for Themselves 

Part of the drama of this movie is the increasing evidence that perhaps this 
Kris Kringle really is Santa. Every character in the story has to decide for 
themselves what they believe about Kris Kringle.  

2. Insane if Real 
Some want the old man declared insane and put away. But many others are 
ready to support him as the real Santa Claus. 
Susan: I believe... I believe... It's silly, but I believe. 

B. Do you Believe?  
1. What about this child born in Bethlehem?  

What if His claims are true?  
2. Think for a moment about the incredible implications.  

What if there is that awesome Someone who knows your name, who knows 
when you are sleeping, and knows when you're awake?  

3. And yes, He knows when you've been bad or good,  
and yet, He loves you and longs for you to know and love Him. 

C. What If? 
What if this child in Bethlehem really is the miracle of the manger?  

1. What if this Jesus really is who He claims to be? 
If He is, then you and I have a decision to make.  

2. It is a matter of eternal significance for each one of us.  
What we decide about this child born in Bethlehem not only determines our 
eternal destiny, it also determines our earthly direction as well. We cannot 
accept His claims without also recognizing that He has staked His claim on 
our lives.  

3. If He is who He says He is, then all of His promises are true.  
He really can wipe away a painful past and take away our burden of guilt 
and regret. He can give us a whole new reason to live and fill us with the 
fullness of His love, His life, His grace. It means it's all true. 

III. A Fateful Choice 
Do you believe? 

A. We must all consider the question and answer for ourselves.  
1. Response for Ourselves 

No one can decide for us when it comes to this miracle of the manger.  
2. “Who Do You Say That I Am” 

Jesus put the question to His disciples one day:  
"When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, 
'Who do people say that the Son of Man is?' And they said, 'Some say John 
the Baptist; others, Elijah; still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.' 'But 
you,” He asked them, 'who do you say that I am?' Simon Peter answered, 
'You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God!'" (Matt. 16:13–16).  

B. How will you answer that question? 
1. Is Christ Who He Claimed to Be?  



Savior of the World- God Incarnate 
Bible Claims: Advocate, Alpha and Omega, The Author and Finisher of our 
Faith, Beloved, Bread of life, Bridegroom, Chosen One, Christ, Consolation of 
Israel, Chief Cornerstone, Dayspring, Deliverer, Good Shepherd, Head of the 
Church, High Priest, Holy One of God, Horn of Salvation, Intercessor, Judge 
of the World, Just One, King of Kings, Lamb of God, Life, Light of the World, 
Lion of the tribe of Judah, Lord God Almighty, Lord Jesus Christ, Lord of all, 
Lord of lords, Messiah, Mighty, Prince of Peace, Redeemer, Resurrection, The 
Way the Truth and the Life, Wonderful Counselor, Word of Life, etc. 
 

2. Do you believe? 
In the movie, that final courtroom scene represents the real moment of 
decision in the movie. The final courtroom scene of human history will be too 
late to declare Jesus as Lord! 

a. Lord and King 
But when we consider this child born in Bethlehem, there is an 
important change, an awesome reversal, a dramatic change of roles 
for you and me. When we come before Christ, we do not sit in 
judgment of Him. It is Jesus Christ who is Lord and King.  

b. This Miracle of the Manger is God in the Flesh.  
He is judge of all. We do not determine His fate. It is Jesus Christ who 
will determine our final destiny.  

Conclusion 
The miracle of the manger is that God became flesh and lived among us. He came not so 
He could send us to eternal punishment but to set us free. Will you believe in the miracle 
in the manger? 
 

 


